Stability and degradation of mRNA.
Differential mRNA stability plays an important role in the regulation of gene expression. Several recent advances have helped to define the general pathways by which mRNA is degraded in prokaryotic cells, although many details remain to be elucidated. Much less is known about the pathways of degradation in eukaryotic cells, but recent studies on specific systems have highlighted both differences from and similarities to prokaryotic pathways.